Surgical management of pain.
This article presents an overview of the neuroanatomical, neurochemical, and neurophysiological substrates of nociception relevant to the neurosurgical treatment of chronic pain. Consideration is given to the various procedures currently employed in the treatment of patients suffering from medically intractable chronic pain of both benign and malignant diseases, including their indications, techniques, and results. Particular attention is given to the modern neuroaugmentative methods, such as electrical stimulation and CNS drug infusion, that are progressively overshadowing the previously developed ablative procedures.